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A POWER SONG FOR BEGINNING+INTERMEDIATE TAIKO 
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Fast, Fierce, & Fun (~168-172 bpm) 

All Chu & Odaiko 




Refrain 1

DO kon su DO kon su DO kon su do go do go
R L R L R L R L R L

don ko don su ko don do go do go DON DON
R R L     L R R L R L R L

Section A

DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON
R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L

DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON
R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L

DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON
R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L

DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON DON su su ka
R L R L R L R L R R + L

Refrain 2

DO kon su DO kon su DO kon su do go do go
R L R L R L R L R L

don ko don su ko don do go do go DON DON ko
R R L     L R R L R L R L R

T E N R Y U  
(sky dragon)

play from 
beginning of 
Section A to 
end of line 2 3x||









Section B (see Performance Notes)

DON su ko DON su ko do go do go do go do go
L    R L    L R L R L R L R L

DON su ko DON su ko do go do go do go do go
R    L R    R L R L R L R L R

Refrain 3

DO kon su DO kon su DO kon su do go do go
L R L R R L R L R L

don ko don su ko don do go do go DON DON 

R R L     L R R L R L R L

Section C (see Performance Notes)

do kon su ko do go do go do go do go do go do go
R L    L R L R L R L R L R L R L

do kon su ko do kon su ko do kon su ko do go do go
R L    L R L    L R L    L R L R L

do kon su ko do kon su ko do kon su ko do go do go
R L    L R L    L R L    L R L R L

do kon su ko do kon su ko do go do go do go do go
R L    L R L    L R L R L R L R L

do kon su ko do go do go do go do go do go do go
R L    L R L R L R L R L R L R L

DO GO DO GO DO GO DO GO DO GO DO GO DO GO DO GO
R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L
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play Section B 2x||

play from 
beginning of 
Section C to end 
of line 1 3x||









Refrain 4

DO kon su DO kon su DO kon su do go do go
R L R L R L R L R L

don ko don su ko don do go do go DON DON
R R L     L R R L R L R L

Solo/Soli (see Performance Notes)

do go do go do go do go
R L R L R L R L

do go do go do go do go do go do go do go do go
R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L

Refrain 5

DO kon su DO kon su DO kon su do go do go
R L R L R L R L R L

don ko don su ko don do go do go DON DON
R R L     L R R L R L R L

Section A Revisited

DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON
R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L

DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON
R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L

DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON
R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L

DON tsu DON tsu tsu DON tsu DON DON su su ka (do)*
R L R L R L R L R R + L  

( L  R ) *
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repeat for 4 beat solos,  
all others jiuchi at left

repeat for 8 beat  
solos, all others 
jiuchi at left 
 

* =  Stage R 
      players only

||

||



Section D (split part; see Performance Notes) Stage Right Chu

don su su do don su su su ka do

L L R R R

don su su do don su su su su ko
L L R R

don su su su ko don su su su ko
L    L R R

don su su su ko don su do go do go
L    L R R L R L

Section D  (split part) Stage Left Chu

su su do don do don su su su su

   L R R L

su ka do don do don su su su su
L L R R L

su su do don su su do don su su
   L R    R L

su su do don su su do don do go do go
   L R    R L R L R L

Section D (split part) Odaiko

don su don su don su do go do go

R L R R L R L

don su don do go don don don do go
R R R L R L R R L

don su don su don su do go do go
R L R R L R L

don don don don do go do go do go do go
R L R L R L R L R L R L
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do go do go
R L R L

do go do go
R L R L

do go do go

R L R L



Shime 

 

Refrain 6

DO kon su DO kon su DO kon su do go do go
R L R L R L R L R L

don ko don su ko don do go do go DON DON
R R L     L R R L R L R L

End

don ko don su ko do go don ko don su ko do go
R R L    R L R L L R    L R L

don ko don su ko do go don ko don su ko do go
R R L    R L R L L R    L R L

DO GO tsu ku DO GO tsu ku DO GO tsu ku DO GO tsu ku
R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L

DON DON DON DON DO GO DO GO DON
R R R R R L R L R

Jiuchi

te ke te ke te ke te ke te ke te ke te ke te ke
R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L

te ke te ke te ke te ke te ke te ke TEN
R L R L R L R L R L R L R
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||
repeat 
relentlessly 
throughout

end with 
final DON









 

Section B: 
The arm that starts each “ko DON" rhythm extends out at 90° from the body, bachi horizontal, after 
playing. Body and eyes follow bachi.  Helpful hints: The first “ko” for the “ko DON" rhythm of Section 
B is actually played at the end of Refrain 2 as a pickup note. That rhythm is played R L, so after 
playing “ko”, the R arm extends out 90°, bachi horizontal, while the L plays “DON”. 

Section C: 
Bachi that begins each “do kon su ko" rhythms stabs up immediately after playing “do”. 

Solo/Soli: 
Order for 4-beat solos: each Stage Right player individually, all Stage Right players together, each 
Stage Left player individually, all Stage Left players together.  
Order for 8-beat solos: Stage Right + Stage Left front players, Stage Right + Stage Left middle 
players, Stage Right + Stage Left back players, all Odaiko players together.  

Section D: 
There are movements accompanying each of the first eight short rhythms in the Chu parts. Helpful 

hints: The Stage Right Chu and Stage Left Chu parts mirror, partially staggered. The first Stage 
Right Chu rhythm “ka do don” begins at the end of Section A Revisited, as a pickup note. 

Stage Right Chu: 

“ka do don”  After playing, R arm up at 45° and slightly behind 
“do don”  L arm extends out to 90° from body, bachi horizontal, body and eyes follow 

“ka do don”   R arm extends out to 90° from body, bachi horizontal, body and eyes follow 
“do don”  Arms and body return to center 

“su ko don”   R arm extends out to 90° from body, bachi horizontal, body and eyes follow 

“su ko don”   L arm extends out to 90° from body, bachi horizontal, body and eyes follow  
“su ko don”   R arm extends out to 90° from body, bachi horizontal, body and eyes follow 

“su ko don”   Arms and body return to center  

Stage Left Chu: 

“do don”  After playing, L arm up at 45° and slightly behind 

“do don”   R arm extends out to 90° from body, bachi horizontal, body and eyes follow 

“ka do don”   L arm extends out to 90° from body, bachi horizontal, body and eyes follow 
“do don”   Arms and body return to center 

“do don”   L arm extends out to 90° from body, bachi horizontal, body and eyes follow 
“do don”   R arm extends out to 90° from body, bachi horizontal, body and eyes follow 

“do don”   L arm extends out to 90° from body, bachi horizontal, body and eyes follow 

“do don”   Arms and body return to center  
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T E N R Y U  
Performance Notes



Tenryu translates as “Sky Dragon”.  During this piece, the entire group gives form to 
a single dragon. It’s meant to convey the freedom, connection, and power generated 

when we channel our ki -- ALL of it-- into a collective effort. This song should be 
played fast, with a fierce joy! 

This song was inspired by Rome’s trip to Iwata in 2018. Many thanks to the players 
of Taiko SOBA, the first to perform Tenryu. We hope you will enjoy playing this as 

much as we have enjoyed writing and teaching it. 

- Rome and Kristin 

 

You’ll notice the cc-by-nc-sa icon on the last page:         
That’s to let you know you’re free to perform, share, remix, tweak, and build upon 

this work, provided you give attribution to the creators (that’s us, Rome Hamner and 
Kristin Block), and license any new creations under identical terms. Here’s more info 

from Creative Commons: 

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license, visit  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative 
Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.
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